And dares presume to say, or else think it,

His counsel can surpass his lordship's wit.

Nay, lords are never fools, nay, by my fay;

You have yourself, sir, showed, and here today,

With such good sense and piety withal

That I assent to and confirm it all,

The words and the opinions you have shown.

By God, there is no man in all this town,

Or Italy, it better could have phrased;

And Christ Himself your counsel would have praised

And truthfully, it argues high courage

In any man that is advanced in age

To take a young wife; by my father's kin,

A merry heart you've got beneath your skin!

Do in this matter at your own behest,

For, finally, I hold that for the best."

Justinus, who sat still and calm, and heard,
Right in this wise Placebo he answered:
"Now, brother mine, be patient, so I pray;
Since you have spoken, hear what I shall say.
For Seneca, among his words so wise,
Says that a man ought well himself advise
To whom he'll give his chattels or his land.
And since I ought to know just where I stand
Before I give iny wealth away from me,
How much more well advised I ought to be
To whom I give my body; for alway
I warn you well, that it is not child's play
To take a wife without much advisement.
Men must inquire, and this is my intent,
Whether she's wise, or sober, or drunkard,
Or proud, or else in other things froward,
Or shrewish, or a waster of what's had,
Or rich, or poor, or whether she's man-mad.
And be it true that no man finds, or shall,
One in this world that perfect is in all,
Of man or beast, such as men could devise;
Nevertheless, it ought enough suffice
With any wife, if so were that she had
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